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at the time our Lord was on earth many of the great
scholars in Palestine itself refused to believe that
people lived on in another world after leaving this.
The Lord taught many things about His heavenly
kingdom, but men were not ready to hear the full
truth. His teaching was very soon misunderstood.
People began to have the most fanciful ideas of what
happened after death. The bishops and priests of
the churches believed that those who died fell asleep,
and were to remain asleep until some far-distant
future day when they would be awakened with a
trumpet and given new bodies and live again either
on this earth or on some newly created earth. Many
an old tombstone in our village churchyards and
many an old memorial tablet in our churches prove
how widely this quaint belief was held.

At length the time came for the Lord to teach
mankind the full truth about the future life. Though
man sleeps for a day or two after the body has died,
he then awakens and. lives on in what is called the
spiritual world. He sees no longer the things of
this earth because he no longer has an earthly body
and earthly eyes through which to see them. He is
a man, however, juSt as much as he was before, and
he has a body which is suited to the spiritual world
in which he now lives.

The great interest that people in all parts of the
wotld are beginning to feel in Emanuel Swedenborg